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What is open education?
• A practice? 
• A philosophy?
• A movement?
• A licensing issue?
• A human right?
• A buzz word?
• A way to save 

money?
CC BY-NC-ND 2.0, Marc Moss, 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lovenot
fear/58650808/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lovenotfear/58650808/


“The worldwide OER movement is rooted in the 

human right to access high-quality education. The 

Open Education Movement is not just about cost 

savings and easy access to openly licensed content; 

it’s about participation and co-creation.” 



Open education can encompass
• Open textbooks
• Open licensing
• Open assessment practices 
• Open badges
• Open online courses
• MOOCs (debatably)
• Open data
• Open Access scholarly works
• Open source software
• Open standards
• Open educational resources

CC BY 2.0, iamdogjunkie, 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lamdogjunkie/972
8621392/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lamdogjunkie/9728621392/




"teaching, learning 
and research materials 
in any medium, digital 
or otherwise, that 
reside in the public 
domain or have been 
released under an 
open license that 
permits no-cost 
access, use, adaptation 
and redistribution by 
others with no or 
limited restrictions.”

~ UNESCO





OER World Congress, CC BY, Slovenian Press Agency







Ljubljana OER Action Plan

“Toward the realization of inclusive Knowledge 
Societies, Open Educational Resources (OER) 
support quality education that is equitable, 
inclusive, open and participatory…. OER are a 
strategic opportunity to improve knowledge 
sharing, capacity building and universal access 
to quality learning and teaching resources.”



“To meet the education challenges, 
we can’t use the traditional way. In 
remote and developing areas, 
particularly for girls and women, 
OER are a crucial, crucial mean to 
reach SDGs. OER are the key.”

Qian Tang, CC BY, Slovenian Press Agency
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“Free is not the most 
important thing about 
OER, it's the permission 
to modify.”

Ryan Merkley, CC BY, Slovenian Press Agency



“Free is not the most 
important thing about 
OER, it's the 
permission to modify.”
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University of Edinburgh OER Vision

Three strands:
• For the common good
• Edinburgh at its best
• Edinburgh's treasures



University of Edinburgh OER Policy

• Approved by Learning and Teaching Committee.
• Encourages staff and students to use, create and 

publish OERs to enhance the quality of the student 
experience.

• Helps colleagues make informed decisions about 
creating and using OER in support of the University’s 
OER Vision.

• Informative and permissive.



open.ed.ac.uk



The Benefits of OER 
• Ensures longevity of access 

to resources.
• Diversifies the curriculum. 
• Improves digital skills. 
• Engages students in co-

creation. 
• Promotes the outputs of 

open research. 
• Contributes to the 

development of open 
knowledge.

• Enhances engagement with 
content and collections. 
CC 0, Alan Levine, 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cogdog/35104
311216/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cogdog/35104311216/


OER ensures longevity of access to resources

CC BY 4.0, Beck Pitt 
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OER diversifies the curriculum 

open.ed.ac.uk/lgbt-healthcare-101/



OER improves digital skills

www.23things.ed.ac.uk



OER engages students in co-creation
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Open Content Creation Intern, Tomas Sanders 
CC BY, Lorna M. Campbell





OER promotes the outputs of open 
research

media.ed.ac.uk/channel/Innovating+with+Open+Knowledge/

Innovating 
with

Open Knowledge



OER contributes to the development of 
open knowledge

CC BY, Ewan McAndrew



OER contributes to the development of 
open knowledge

CC BY, Ewan McAndrew



OER enhances engagement with content 
and collections

Gerardi Mercatoris Atlas, CC BY, Centre for Research Collections, Univeristy of Edinburgh 







Gerardi Mercatoris Atlas, CC BY, Centre for Research Collections, Univeristy of Edinburgh 



State of the Commons, CC BY, Creative Commons



Open Scotland is a cross
sector initiative that aims
to raise awareness of open
education, encourage the
sharing of open
educational resources, and
explore the potential of
open policy and practice to
benefit all sectors of
Scottish education.

openscot.net





Open Content Itern, Martin Tasker , CC BY, Lorna M. Campbell



Open education has played such an integral part of my 
life so far, and has given me access to knowledge that 
would otherwise have been totally inaccessible to me. 
It has genuinely changed my life, and likely the lives of 
many others. This freedom of knowledge can allow us 
to tear down the barriers that hold people back from 
getting a world class education – be those barriers 
class, gender or race. Open education is the future, and 
I am both proud of my university for embracing it, and 
glad that I can contribute even in a small way. Because 
every resource we release could be a life changed. And 
that makes it all worth it.

~ A Student’s Perspective on Open Education by Martin Tasker
http://www.ede.is.ed.ac.uk/wordpress/a-students-perspective-on-open-

education/

http://www.ede.is.ed.ac.uk/wordpress/a-students-perspective-on-open-education/
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